
  
                                                                                      

DRY VEGETABLE MARKET REPORT 
Week of November 5, 2017 

(Note: See end of report for explanation to the color codes) 

Tomatoes 

East   
• Rounds- The first frost settling in, all local fall tomato deals are done. Quincy is usually running full 

steam at this transitional time, however due to Irma and various disease pressure, volume is extremely 
light (if any). A few farms in Ruskin/Palmetto have begun in light ways with a few more set to come on 
board later this week. Yields are much lower than normal due to Irma. FOBs are significantly up as 
there is not enough supply to cover demand. Despite these setbacks, quality is actually good for what is 
trickling out of the region. Look for relief around the first week of December once South Florida begins.  

• Romas- Local deals are tapped out at this point and most of the east is attempting to turn to Quincy to 
fill the void. However, disease pressure and Irma destruction caused much lighter yields. Therefore, 
many are turning to the west to fill the supply gap. Palmetto/Ruskin has just scratched the surface, with 
a few farms expecting to come on board in about a week. FOBs are up an average for $4-5 across the 
board. Quality for what is available is solid. Look for relief around the first week of December once 
South Florida begins.   

• Grapes- There is a significant supply gap nationally. With very little product harvesting in the country, 
most are turning to the miniscule supply the west has to offer.  FOBs are up drastically and it’s been a 
while since we have seen an extreme grape market like this. Prices are moving up almost daily at this 
rate and have easily surpassed $50. Quality overall is good if you can get your hands on them.   

• Cherries- With grapes skyrocketing, demand for cherries has improved, thus pushing the market 
upwards. Supplies overall are decent and quality has been good. We anticipate this market to continue 
upwards if no grape relief is brought to the table soon.  

West/Mexico  
• Rounds- CA is down to only 2 growers and they are anticipating to wrap up rather quickly. These 

tomatoes have been through quite a bit of weather pressure, but are actually looking good in quality. 
Unfortunately, there is not enough volume to cover demand. Thus, most in the west are being forced to 
move to MX/Baja vine ripe 2 layers. The good news is growers are working through fields steadily. The 
bad news is there is no increase in volume on the horizon. Therefore, as demand increases for these, 
supplies will remain limited and prices will continue to rise significantly. Look for major price increases 
next week as we push through week 1 of post-Irma aftermath. Quality from Baja is good.  

• Romas- Even though CA is done with their roma season, surprisingly supplies still remain steady from 
Baja, MX crossing through TX & Eastern MX. Quality is nice from all regions. FOBs are only up a few 
dollars for now, however, note that as FL continues to seek volume, the west will feel this pressure, 
which is expected to drive pricing up.   

• Grapes- We have reached a very tight market and extreme supply gap as Eastern MX & Baja produce 
very light supplies. Florida is turning to the west to provide any volume possible. Thurs, prices are up 
another drastic amount and have well surpassed the $50 mark. Quality, for what is available, is good.    

• Cherries- Similar to the east, expect demand to increase as grapes continue to rise. Light, but steady 
supplies are harvesting. FOBs have already increase $5.00 and are expected to rise again. Quality is 
good. 



 Green Bell Pepper 
    East- Since first frost, most growers have called their season a wrap. A few peppers from SC will trickle 
into the market place, weather permitting. This leaves GA up to bat. Unfortunately they have a full count right 
now as they are on the back end of their crop. They are seeing quality issues from previous weather events. 
FOBs are up quite a bit on all sizes and grades.  

West- The west is turning to the desert as the transition comes to a close. Quality from the older fields 
is declining rapidly. The desert is off to a slow start with limited supply. Unfortunately relief is not expected for 
another 2-3 weeks.  Look for another significant price increase on all sizes and grades.  

Red Bell Pepper 
West- Steady supplies & demand are resulting in steady FOBs. Quality is fair to good.  

Yellow Squash / Zucchini 
East- Very light volumes trickle in from various local deals, yet most are wrapped up. GA & FL are the 

major players putting in their pinch hitters to keep the ball in play. FOBs are steady and quality overall is good, 
but some scarring could be present in yellow squash.  

West- Although FOBs are fairly steady, Nogales is expecting lighter supplies for about two weeks. This 
is mostly due to continuous depressed markets, a brief heat wave, and transition to other growing regions. 
Quality is good.   

Cucumbers 
East- With GA going strong and FL just bunting the ball at this point, the market is quickly realizing 

there is not enough supply to meet demand. Thus, pricing is moving up another few dollars. Unfortunately, 
when these crops dry up, the east could strike out and see a supply gap until the Irma delayed South Florida 
region gets fired up. Quality is mostly good.  

West- Baja is in the bottom of the 9th as their season comes to a close. Mainland MX is stepping up to 
the plate with steady supply and fairly good quality. Unfortunately, demand exceeds supply which is driving 
price up a few more dollars.  
  
Eggplant 

East- GA being the only grower in play, supplies are not enough to meet the demand of the fans. FOBs 
are up significantly, however quality is generally good, but some reports of disease in GA are showing some 
brown calyx.  

West- Fresno continues to taper off while the desert improves their batting average. Quality from the 
new crop desert is great. Look for more consistent volume from the region in the next 10-14 days.  

Jalapenos 
East- Deals are quickly winding down so the east is expecting to move to the west as their winter crop 

shifts from pre-season to their regular season. FOBs are slightly up and quality overall is good.   
West- Although Baja & CA are winding down, Sonora & Sinaloa are warming their pitchers up. Both are 

looking to improve their supply scoreboard by the end of this week. Quality is excellent.  

Beans 
East- GA being the only player that is showing up to the playing field has limited supply due to their 

mostly diseased crop. Prices remain high and quality questionable. Look for relief in about 2 weeks when FL 
gets started.   

West- Most CA shippers have struck out for the season leaving only a few behind. Markets remain high. 
Relief is not expected from the desert for another 10-14 days. Due to the heat wave, we could potentially see 
some quality issues from the new crop area.  



• Eastern Growing Region(s) Weather Forecast: 
                 

       

• Western Growing Region(s) Weather Forecast:     

          

Code to Color Alerts: 

 Market generally with-in normal ranges and steady from last week for both pricing and quality.  Any price changes 
can be expected to be $2.50 or less with no major changes in quality.  Also, no change in the growing region(s) and no 
news that could drastically affect pricing in the future.  

 Some news included concerning the market that may indicate a moderate change in pricing and/or quality. FOB 
pricing is generally up or down between $2.50 and $5.00 from the previous week.  It will also be used to indicate news 
that may have a drastic impact on the price, quality and/or availability in future weeks (versus the following week).  Finally, 
this color will also be used to indicate a commodity that continues to be outside the normal range as far as price, quality 
and/or availability. 

 News included that indicates a major change in the market from the previous week as far as pricing, quality and/
or availability. May see price changes, up or down, in excess of $5.00 per case.  This color will only be used to indicate a 
major change from the previous week.    

Important note:  This market report is only a snapshot of the various commodity markets as of the morning of the date of 
the report.  When we expect a trend to develop, we will express that expectation.  However, commodity markets are 
subject to actual supply and demand levels and can change quickly due to weather and other unforeseen factors.  
Therefore, please be aware that markets may change from the time this report is published and the time prices are set for 
the following week.  If such changes are dramatic, we will publish a revised market report.


